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•eetiona. of the country in lta'h. iir. ,ywoo<1 d butcher it. 
recisl attitudes, Paul Robteon,, 

great Negro atar of the theater 
and the concert stage, said In his 
Olympic hotel room today. 

It is one of my happier citiea 

to visit. 
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j vrder the auspices of the 
| Associated Women Students 
I of the University of Wash- 

I Ington 

J evening 4n Me any halL 

j Robeson's fabulous career, 

: gun at Rutgers university whor 
: he was an All-American ana j 
P hi Beta Kappa, has carried him 
to the top of the musical and 
theatrical world and was climaxed 
by his recent smash hit as Othello 
In a two-year revival of the 

Shakespearian tragedy. 

Tone* Confident t 

^ Robeson, speaking In the con- 
fident, deep and rolling tones 
which give him a stage person- 
ality aven lit a hotel room, 

thundered against the popular 

theory that Negroes are outstand- 
ing only In certain fields. 

When a member of his 

^ /breaks the toe In any one 

{ field, immediately a host of 
other Negroea rises to promi- 
nence In thnt'/reaim, he point- 
ed out* if 

Which bring! him to his favor- 

ms son, Paul Jr., a 
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Paul Jr. was educated from %is 

eighth to 13th year In Russia, his 

consignment there causing 
storm of comment in this country 
at the time. 

"My son is definitely the prod- 
uct of Soviet education," Robeson 

■aid. - “I am well satisfied. The 

Russian standards are extremely 

high. 
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Following his university 
concert tonight, Robeson will 
leave Seattle briefly, to return 
for a concert at the Moore 
theater February X2, and fo 
addreW a meeting under ffa 
Bponnofshlp of the Joint Afitl- 
Fasclsi Refugee committee/ in 
the <7yv1c auditorium, Febru- 
ary XL 

Undecided as to future plans, 

Robeson is toying with makli 
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ROBESON continues to support Connunist front programs 

lending his presence and influence to various meetings 

V i o ns o red fay known front groups. He continues 

Chairman of the Council on African Affairs. Information 
sen out reflecting MAX TER GAN, known active Communist 

front leader among Negroes and Executive Director of the 
d&mcil on African Affairs, is very close to subject and 

/hat/rts considerable influence over his front activities, 

of\ ^/ranging for his appearances, etc. Information set out 

1 V^ ^refle ctlng subject is sought after by known Communists 

and utilise his presence in various parts of the country 

while on concert tour to lend his prestige to front meet 

ings in these localities. He has urged suppressing of 
■Uncle Tom *s Cabin* at Communist Instigation, supported 

actors In argument over their appearance before meeting 

Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee, and politically 

^^^^^^^upported MICHAEL QUILL, pro-Communist, and BENJAMIN J 

AVIS, JR., Communist, in 1945 city elections 
tpdngly praised the Soviet Union before' a meeting of 
^tional Council of American-Soviet Friendship 
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Oregon, that she had met the subject somewhere In the Middle West at 
time previous thereto and that at that time she inducted the daughter 

of a Communist Into the Connmnist Political Association* The informant 

advised that it was indicated that PAUL ROBESON was present at this in— 

very enthusiastic 
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: Communist Political Association, had been advised by BENJAMIN JiTDaVIS 
/ jJr. , that he, DAVIS, had talked with PAUL ROBESON relative' td~th<b LUCIES 

i article in regard to the policies of the Communist Party in the United 

States at rtnat time and that ROBESON expressed himself as thinking that 
WIIXIAJ5 Z^TOSTER was copect in his thinking about the matter 

will be noted that thi s re lates to the break between many members of the 
Communist Party and EAHT^tOWDER which later resulted in the overthrow of . 

BROWDER as head of the Comunist Party in the united States 
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During the period covered by this report considerable informa 
tion has been received by the New York Field Division reflecting that 
the subject continues as Chairman of the Council on African Affairs 
Informants of this Office have advised of information reflecting that 

ROBESON has during the past several months been engaged professionally 

in concert tours throughout the United States as well as having made 
trip under the auspices of the USO to the European Theater 
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Information furnished by these informants also reflects that 
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he subject has apparently Increasingly come under the control o f 

^YERGAN, Executive Director of the Council on African Affairs, and known 
as a leader in Communist front activities among the Negroes in the 
United States. The informants from time to time have disclosed informa 

tion reflecting that YERGAN has occupied himself greatly to the extent 

of arranging for appointments for the subject and his appearance before 

numerous meetings sponsored by organizations known as Communist front 

organ! zati ons • Further detailed information reflecting these activities 
is being set out hereafter 
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The Daily Worker of Nay 17, 1945 carried an ‘article stating 

. that the subject was to speak in the South Side of Chicago where he 
was appearing at that time in a performance before a meeting entitled ■ 
■Ban Francisco and planning the Negro*s Future". It is not known to 

the New York Office whether the sponsorship of this meeting was under 

Communist domination 
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The Daily Worker of May 16, 1945 announced that the subject 

was to appear on & program entitled "Salute to the G-I*s of the 
United Nations" on May 31 , 1945 which was under the auspices of the 
National Council of American-Soviet Friendship which is known as a 
strong Communist front organization. The Daily Worker of June 1, 1945 
stated the subject sang Bed Amy songs at this meeting which was held 

in Madison Square Garden 
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■ furnished the New York Field Division with the 

concerning the subject *s activities during the 


Informant 

following informat 

months of April, May, and June of 1945 while he was in Chicago appearing 

at the Erlanger Theater in his play, "Othello", which opened on April 9 

1945 and closed May 19, 1945* This informant advised that throughout 
the subjects stay in Chicago during April and May WILLIAM LJ PATTERSON, 
Assistant Director of the Abraham Lincoln School and an alternate member ,... 

of the National committee of the then Communist Political Association 

handled all the subjects engagements which had any social or political 
significance. This informant advised that the influence and interest of 

the Communist Political Association was evident in numerous activities 
in which the subject participated end the subject's appearances were 
scheduled obviously with the view in mind of enhancing’ the prestige of 

the Abraham Lincoln School known in Chicago as Communist dominated 
The informant also advised that these appearances were usually scheduled 

for the financial benefit of Comnunist front organizations or groups 
known to contain members or sympathizers of the CPA 
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fadvised that prior. to. the subject's presence 

in Chicago, WILLIAM L. PATTERSON warned RAYAUNSCROUDH, a member of the 
National Committee of the CPA as well as Second Vice-President of 

thflf this oj'g^niss.tion should not bo br ou ^ht 

too far to the front in an affair planned for the benefit of the Abrahan 
Lincoln School 




■v ■ 




f 


•• 


*a 


4 


V 


I 


r 


t. 


i ! 




T 




i 


■ • • 




\ 


t 


t 


i 


-b 


j 


• ■ 


#- 




* 


advised that numerous Party functionaries 

were in contact with PA ITEH3 OK on a number of occasions relative to 
affairs being planned for the subject* On one occasion WILLIAM 

PATTERSON received a request from the Hearst-owned Chicago "Herald 
American" requesting that ROBESON speak before a Monroe Doctrine 

Orator ical Contest on April 12, 1945 sponsored by this paper 
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PATTERSON refused to accept the responsibility of 
TxTthis matter and requested the opinion of officials 






i 


H • * 


,*4 


a 




r 




1 


a 


a 


t 


■ 




4 




i 


r • 


T ^ 


t 


a a 




r 


^■miadvlted that the above-mentioned matter was 
discussed thoroughly relative to ROBESON'S appearing before what they 
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termed an "enemy platform", but after conference with various prominent 

'ATTERSCN advised the subject to accept 
vised that on this occasion PATTERSON 

officials at the Communist headquarters 

PATTETlSON, was left with 
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members of the CPA in Chicago 
this invitation 

attempted to get 

in Chicago to write ROBESON' s speech but he 
the responsibility of obtaining someone to write the speech for the 
subject. David E rJGjjESTEI K, Educational Director of District #8 of 

CPA, offered after the speech was prepared to review it and make 
suggestions 
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Ch April 15, 1945 a dinner attended by 110 persons, the majority 

of whom are reliably reported to be members of the CPA and sympathisers 
with that organization, was held at $100 per couple. The school is 

ported to have netted a profit of $5>000 from this occasion at which the 

Subject apoke and praised EARL BRO WDER and the CPA for its stand on the 

^Learned from PATTERSON 
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subject's appearance, many of which were made by representatives of 
alleged Comunist -front groups desiring to capitalize on the subject's 
popularity to increase financial success of the events for which he was 
requested. The subject was sought after by many union officials reported 

: ly members or functionaries of the CPA and known associates of WILLIAM 

V PATTERSON. 
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l^^mmadvised that the largest union-sponsored affair 
subject participated was the United Nations Day held under 
the auspices of the United Packing House Workers of America, CIO, which 
was attended by about «5,000 members. Arrangements for the subject's 
appearance were made by PATTERSON and HERBERT ■, MARCH , reportedly a 
prominent member of the CPA as well as District Director of this Union. 
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The subject also attended a membership meeting of the UAW, 

Local 453, CIO, in Chicago on May 13, 1945 at which he was made an 

honorary member of the local on the motion of one SAM*MAHXANI, a member 
of the Executive Committee of District #8 of the CPA*\ 
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he spoke at a meeting sponsored by six campus organ! zati ons including * 
American Youth for Democracy, a known Communist-front organisation at 
the University of Chicago 
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It is reliably reported by 

in his speech calling for racial eq 

set by Russia in which country he and his family spent several years 
He condemned Fascists both in the United States and abroad and pre- 
dicted that FRANCO»s Spain would soon suffer the same fate as that of 

HUSSOILNI»s Italy 
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On May 20, 1945 the subject spoke in Chicago on the subject 
"San Francisco and the Negro", at a large affair sponsored by the newly 
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Organised Chicago Council on African Affairs 

/appearance were made by MAI YERGAN of New York, PATTERSON, and ISHMAEL -- 

rfUSlY, Secretary of the Negro people »s Assembly in Chicago and a~Te-~ 

; ported member of the Executive Committee of the CPA ij^h^ag^ The 

subject departed thereafter from Chicago. Informant ^^^■■fedvised 
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affairs in Chicago during this period were made by MAX lEkGAN, the 
Executive Director of the Council on African Affairs 
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It was indicated by Confidential Informant 
the subject returned to th^New Yorl^City area at t 
quent thereto, Informants and Jj^Vad vised the New York Office that 

arrangements were being ma^^oetwee^iS HMAEL FLORY of Chicago and MAI 
YEP.GA1I for the appearance of the subject in Chicago on June 17, 1945 
It was disclosed by these informants that this was to beanlffO fund 
raising affair and, as later substantiat ed by Inf ormantjH|V these 

arrangements were for the appearance of YERGAN before t n^uus able Lodge 
751 of the International Workers Order in Chicago, which is the largest 

lodge in the UfO and which organization is known to be a Communist 
front 
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Arrangements were made through YERGAN for the appearance of 

the subject on June 19, 1945 in Chicago -at the fifteenth anniversary 

dinner of the Chicago Civil Liberties Committee, an alleged Communist- ‘ 

dominated organization# According to the Chicago Daily News of June 6, 
1945, ttoS dinner was sponsored under the names of the subject and 
MARS HAIiTFIEID of that city, the purpos e of w hi ch wa s to raise funds 

1^ /na .3 reported by 

.NANCE, a known ] 

to accompany ROBESON as his secretary on this trip 
also reported that an offer was made to YERGAN for ROBESON in the amount ' 
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liberties Caranittee. This offer was made by IRA^IAT TI UDRE of 
Civil liberties Committee. ’ 
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advised that the subject departed from the United States 

tour of appr oadmat ely six weeks under the 

This tour was to take him to various parts 
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of Europe for entertainment of the troops in those areas 
formant advised that liAI IERGAK exerted considerable influence and 

preparations for de^Hfbire on this trip 
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The New fork Amsterdam Hews of June 16, 1945 carried an 

article stating that the subject was to go overseas with his play, 
•Othello* .■ 
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Confidential Informant 

TERG&N held a going away party for the subject at his home 
for man t furnished information reflecting that the purpose of this, 
party was to bring ROBESON together with two Ctmuminist Chinese delegates 

to the San Francisco Conference who on July 25, 1945 were in New Tork 
City* according to this informant, these delegates were present at the 
party as well as several persons known to be prominent in Communist 
activities among the Negroes in this country 
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The subject returned to the United States on or about 

September 14, 1945. According to Informant flHpUAl YERGAN, Director 
of the Council on African Affairs, stated tffl^KOBESON returned to the 

United States with two convictions, namely, the •continuing spirit of 

Nazi leadership in Europe* and the conviction that the colonial peoples 

of Africa and the Par East “are being subjected to a squeeze". This 
informant advised that the Council on African Affairs subsequent to 
ROBESONM return became very active in promoting a fund raising meeting 
the purpose of which was to attempt to raise a large sum of money to 
enable the subject to speak on the radio. 
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The informant stated that this meeting was to consist of about 

seventy-five persons who were to donate at least $100 apiece for this 
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The inform ant learned that YERGAN reported that approximately 

However, subsequent information received 
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$6500 to $7000 was raised 
by the New York Office disclosed that this sum was actually less than 
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advised that AMJREf CHOA 

known ranking member of the ComaaUETt Party at Bridgeport, Connecticut 
had placed a request before JOHNl^ YfllXIAlSON, member of the Secretariat 
of the Communist Party, for assistance in a campaign to help prevent the 

appearance of "Uncle Tom's Cabin", a stage play, in Bridgeport, Connect! 
cut* A request was made through V«1LLIA!S0N that the subject issue 
statement supporting the elimination of the appearance of this play in 
Bridgeport. The informant advised that this matter was referred to MAX 
IERGAN who is reported to have expressed an interest in the matter and a 
willingness to persuade the subject to issue this statement 
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Tbs Daily Worker of September 30, 1945 carried an article 

stating that the subject acted as chairman of more than one thousand 
citizens in the fine arts field who formed an organization known as the - 

"Artists, Writers, and Professional Division of the Benjamin J. Davis . 
Non-Partisan Committee" 

lieve with PAUL ROBESON that 'if BEN is reelected that means we're In 

t here • * 

DAVIS) campaign belongs to the people, to all the people 
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This article went on to quote ROBESON as stating "His (BEN 

white and 

J Negro, Gentile and Jew, cutting across all boundaries and non-partisan 

Our Ben in the City Council. That means we're in there 

j .....With the critical postwar issues no longer in the future, but 
J confronting us sharply today, Ben is needed more than before." It 

I will be noted that BENJAMIN J. DAVIS is a member of the National Com- ' 
mittee of the Communist Party and also has subsequently been elected 
as a member of the New York City Council as a Communist 
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Oi September 24, 1945 the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee 

in New York sponsored & program which was held at Madison Square Garden 
for the purpose of raising funds for Spanish relief. At ''this meeting 

attack was launched on the Catholic Church by HAROLD^LASKT of threat 

Britain. There /also appeared on this program several actors in the 

jhose appearance at this meeting was severely/criticised . 

by Actor JRAJfl^PAY* A controversy thereafter arose in th<^; ACTORS 
EQUITY ASSOCIATION ov er th is matter. HESTER^O NDERGAARD ( phbnetl 
reported by Informant flj^to have requested < MAX YERGAN to have ROBESON 
send a telegram to Actors Equity criticizing FRANK FAY for filing a 
complaint before that organization against those actors who appeared 
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strong protest to this speech which was to be sent to the President 

over the subject's signature# The informant advised that he had re- 
ceived information reflecting that the subject after being advised 
of the contents of this letter was reticent in giving his approval 

decided that 
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the letter should be reworded in a more moderate tone and sent jointly 
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roughout the period covered by this report. Informants 

have repeatedly furnished the New York Held Division with 

information reflecting that the subject, although continuing as chairman 
of the Counoil on African Affairs, does not devote such of his time to 
the activities of this organisation beyond that of participating in the 
various public meetings held by the same# These informants have advised 

of information reflecting that MAX YERGAN is active in handling the 
affairs of the Council on African Affairs and attaches 
importance to the subject's name in connection therewith. The informants 
have advised that the subject is in great demand by various organisations 
indicated to be closely aligned with members of the Communist Party 

The information received has reflected that the Council on African 
Affairs has during the past several months been active in receiving these 
requests for ROBESON'S appearance and it has been indicated by informants 
that MAX YERGAN as Executive Director of this organisation has the ap- 
proval of the subject to handle these matters for him 
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Reference is made to Bureau letter to New Haven dated November 1, 

1943 concerning the above subject which bears Bureau File Nun±*r“100 
336364, and to Bureau form letter to New Haven dated June 10, 1%4 

Bureau File Number 100-12304 concerning this subject, which 
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vihich bears _ 

latter number is noted to be the^ureau File Number for the case on 
subject's husband, PAUL IE ROX^ROBESON « 
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This is being pointed out in the event that the Bureau may desire 

to consolidate these two files, if this has not already been done. . It 

is requested that this office be advised of the correct Bureau file 

number for the above -captioned subject's case. 
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If thou ehalt confess with thy 

mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt 

believe in thine heart that God hath 

raised Him from the dead, thou 

shalt be saved. For with the heart 
man believeth unto righteousness; 
and with the mouth confession is 

made unto salvation* — Romans 

ft n K 4 A 

iu:y f xu. 

For God bo loved the world that 
He gave His only begotten Son, 

that whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life.— John 3:16. 
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Confidential Informant T— 1 has advised that the subject maintains 
residence at 1221 Bifield Street# Enfield# Conn.# although this informant 

has reported that the subject Is seldom at his residence due to the fact that 
he travels continuously and is in New York a large part of the time* Con 

fidential Informant T-l and various New York newspapers disclose that the 

subject who has been reported as well known in Communist circles is a 
nationally known singer who has in the past travelled throughout the 

concerts# Hs As known 3.5 sh ECtoi tuiu 

receives his income from this source* He is Chairman of tbeVcCUNCIL 
AFRICAN AFFAIRS* Various sources have reported that the subjecfhas been 
ftell- knotpm ~ In Communist circles and active in Communist front affairs 
lending his prestige and presence to the success of benefit functions 

sponsored by known Communist front organizations in raising funds 
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Chairman of the COUNCIL ON AFRICAN AFFAIRS and has been active in that organ— 
which is known as a Conmunist front organization 
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The Bureau 1 a attention la directed to the fact that PAUL ROBSSON appear 

Louis in order to fulfil 

January 24, 1947, conducted for the benefit of the People* a Hospital 
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singing engagement at the Kiel Auditorium on Friday 
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While in Saint Louis, ROBESON was photographed by various local newspapers carry 

ing a placard in a picket line in front of the Aaerlcan Theater, a legitimate 
house/ ROBESON stated that he marched in the line sponsored by the Civil Rights 

Congress of Saint Louis to protest the segregation policy practiced at the theater 

♦ 

■ 

Additional organizations participating in the picket were: Saint Louis Chapter of 

the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, The Citizens Coun— — • 

cil for Democracy, 

local chapter of the Civil Rights Congress Committee and the ^ocal hr&nch of the 
National Negro Congress, which latter group is controlled completely by the CP 

/ 

I 

It is noted that the article in the press concerning the picket carried^ state 
ment to the effect that the actor engaged for that week, namely WALTERnU STON 
met with representatives of the Civil Rights Congress on Friday evening, January 

24, 1947 and expressed himself as in sympathy with the demonstration against Jim 
Crowism. This quotation w£s obtained not from HUSTON but from representatives of 

the Civil Rights Congress in Saint Louis 
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■■■■that PAUL ROBESON was being cared 
EE and that messages for ROBESON could be given 
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advised on 
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uis by ELMER V 
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lT>ATTERSON called on January 24, 1947 from Chicago, Illinois, and talked^ 

with RALPH^SHAW, CP Missouri State Chairman RALPH SHAW advised the informant 

that PATTERSON had given him a message to be directed to ROBESON, namely that we^r^jJ 
the CP of Illinois, have planned an afternoon affair for ROBESON on April 26 andV^ . 
a second afternoon affair for him on April 27, that the CP of Illinois is com- 

pie ting arrangements for ROBESON to leave Chicago for Springfield on the evening 
pt April 27 at 6:00 P. M» C 
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SHAW stated that he will tell ROBESON that if the latter wishes additional in- - _ u 

formation, he can reach PATTERSON in care of Randolph 5580 until 6:00 P. M., if C £ '; 

The latter telephone number is believed to be that of the£/*.^” £; ^ 
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Research Director for the Dies Committee on Un-American Affairs," ^ 
rto tjife -efjfeot that PAUtstOBESOH was a Commimist. 
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The Stamford Advocate on. October 24, 1944 published an article stating 
that Mrs. PaUL ROBESON was a sponsor of a State -wide meeting of the 

Colored Democratic Federation of Connecticut, mhioh meeting mas held 
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On Hay 15, 1946 the Hartford Times in an article stated that 1 £tb, ROBE- 
SON on Kay 14, 1946 in the absence of her husband addressed a "Feac 
and Security" rally held at the New haven Arena under the sponsorship 

of the Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences and Fro* * 

fessions. In her address Mrs, ROBESON scored colonization as the blight 

of democracy. She' further stated that all subject peoples should be 
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T-2 advised that on the afternoon of February 2, 1947 Mrs, ROBESON 
addressed a group of approximately 500 people at the A, Leo 
in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, Her speech, mhich she read in its^ 'entirety, 
mas on the topic, "Negroes and the F&ttem of ftorld Affairs 

introductory remarks l£rs, ROBESON advised that she mas an old 

of Pearl Duck, founder of the East-7/est Association and that she 
appearing at the lecture for the E&st->7est Association, She remarked 
that"during the war people came to know what occupied oountrieV endured. 
The war called on them to fight but not to speak, that they have no * 
voice in the UNO, yet Russia and China have spoken up for the Negro 
There is a request for Southwest Africa to join the rest of 
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Mrs* ROBESON stated that since the world powers feel that colonisation 

cannot continue in the modern v,orld # colonization officials had been 
careful not to show what colonization means* She pointed out that even * 
though African natives had a civilization before being subdued by the 
"whites 11 now a white population totalling less than one-fifteenth of 
the entire population of Africa exploits the Negroes* She further stated 

"head tax" the native African receives 
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She affirmed that there are four ways in -which free don' can be obtained! 

1. Direct representation} . 

2, Self- government; 

3. Self-determination} 

4, 11a ndate all colonies in the -world so that all nations can bring 
theme elves to self-government and grant independence to those colonies 
in the form of a Trusteeship* 

* . • 

• • 

- • . 

• T 

She claimed that the future of Africa was bound up v/ith the future of 

-world" and that peace will not be accomplished until all nations 

have the rights of democratic freedom; namely, health, work and fun* 

«- ■. 

V m 

Follovdng the meeting there was a question and answer period in which 
Ilts. ROBESON claimed that the Europeans have tried to wipe out the 
native African cultures while "the Soviet Union has & great variety of 
people and they have done the opposite of Americans for Russia^helps 

WV^AV « tain m,-T MW , r ti ^ 

100;i citizens and are routed in their own background end are absorbed 
into the Soviet Union" 
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In answer to a question as to whether 4iN%^DTS was destroying colonies 
and putting Communists in Jail, she replied/^" He is a complete dictator 1 
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'Are you a Communist ", Mrs, ROBESON answered 


Replying to a direct question, 

that she wasn’t a Communist but was interested in what they are doing 


{ ■ 




■ 






p 




J H 


9 




i 


i 


■9 


i 






■ 


d 


i 


Informants of the New Haven Field Division familiar with Communist Party 

affairs have not indicated that the subject ie active in the affairs of 
this organisation at the present time* In view of this i n&o t i vi ty , this 

case is being closed* Appropriate stops have been placed with these 
informants so that any activity on the part of Urs, ROBESON in the future 

will be brought to the attention of the New Haven Field Division* 
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I aid very much in need of your assistance and advice in a matter 
that has arisen here in Peoria, namely the appearance of Paul Robeson 

here to render a concert in the Shrine Mosque, April 16th 

I deem it unnecessary to take step by step as to what has happened 

here, because I an well aware that you read both of our newspapers the 

Peoria Star and Journal-Transcript 
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One, Mr. Cannon, assistant music instructor at Bradley, booked Me* 
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Robeson for a concert on the above mentioned date 

this affair went along As usual and on April 12th, Mr* Cannon called in 

my' office for information as to whether one Ur. Robeson was branded by 
my group as a Communist, and what steps we were taking in the stoppage 

of the sale of tickets 

subversive activities on the part of Mr* Robeson, therefore 

other than it was a custom to buy tickets at 
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On tbnday, April 14, Ur* Goner Rath began a campaign in the Peoria 
Star to arouse public sentiment against Mr* Robeson* Here he cited some 

of the supposed incidents that occurred to prove his statements 
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Tiithstanding these three items mentioned, true or false 

doubt the legality of the Mayor-Carl 0. Triable and his 20 Aldermen of 
branding one Paul Robeson of being a Communist and closing all public 
buildings to his appearance 

Liberties law together with the destruction of the Constitution of the 
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I* ve stated the facte openly and honestly, at this point I ask 

Representative of our form of govern 

and the people of the 16th Congressional District 
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A report from the Committee Investigating Un-American Activities 
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If Paul Robeson has ever been accused by either of these committees 
and what disposal was made of the accusation, if any 

these questions are very important in this community because 

of the fact that I taken a stand in Robeson’s behalf, based on the Civil 
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The Daily Worker of April 19, 1947, reflects that a concert 

ul Robeson at Peoria, Illinois, was called off by the City Si. 
Robeso n, according to the article, in a telephone statement 

Council on African Affairs, New York City, assailed the Peoria City Council 
lacT unanimously adopted a resolution condemning an appearance there of "any 

aative propagandist for un-American ideology, 
qjf Triebel 
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According to the article, iiayor Carl 

for the use of the City Hall which was to be used for the reception of Paul Robeson 
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on hie fear of "riots or disturbances ." In a statement the Mayor had inferred that 

"Robeson is coming here for a fight" because the singer had told the press of threats 
he had received. According to this article Paul Robeson made the statement that 
did "not intend to beibullied" and expressed conviction that "Peoria citizens 
feeling as I do, will demonstrate their own feelings against the un-American assault 

in their own way. 
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at Party in Chicago discussed the reaction of the people in Peoria 

after the scheduled singing engagement of Paul Robeson was banned and he was re 
fused the use of the Peoria Puhlic Hall which is operated by the City of Peoria 
Illinois. Among those Communist officials present were Gilbert/6ree 
District No. 8j Alfred^»agenlcnecht, First Vice Chairman; William L ^fPa tte rs on, negro. 

Second Vice Chairman, ■'and Jin^Celler, Organizer. William L. Patterson, according 

Swho it is known visited Peoria, Illinois, advised 
a is present that he saw more guns down there "among our . 

/ hi people 11 than he ever had before and that they expected violence. Alfred Wazenknecht 

I II asked Patterson if some of the boys had guns and Patterson said that everybody had - 
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It Is not known if Patterson referred to Communist Party members when 
used the words "among our people, * or whether he referred to negroes in Peoria 

inasmuch as Patterson is a negro. 
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The Ministerial Association at Peoria has invited Paul Robeson to appear 
a era in in Peoria at some future date and he will be allowed the use of a church to 

•peech allegedly against "Peoria ££$^Lsm. 
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\lnasmuch aa the above Incident almost caused a riot,. It. is being brought t 
to your attention. There la attached for your approval a letter to the Attorney 
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He stated that his add 
Connecticut and that 

22 East 89th Street 


He stated that Robeson had made application 

passport to proceed to Panama, Cuba andMexieo 
as listed on tra^pas sport "application was'^EhTi 

passport should be sent to him in care of George JkcGee 

. He stated that he desired to leave New fork City on or about 
1947* and would travel to Panama via Miami by commercial airlines 
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